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Christmas Holiday Safety Advice

A message from the Federation of Calgary Communities

FEDERATION OF

Christmas is a time to relax and have fun. Many of us will be out and about more than usual — Christmas
shopping, attending parties and other social events — and the last thing we need is to become a victim of
crime. To help avoid this, consider some of the following advice:

Personal Safety in the Parking Lot

e Travel on busy, well-lit roads; and avoid driving alone at night. Park in well-lit and well-trafficked
areas, as close as possible to store entrances. Avoid secluded and dark areas, where
confrontations are less likely to be seen and cries for help may not be heard.

e There is safety in numbers, so shop with friends and relatives instead of going alone. Make sure
everyone maintains awareness and is not distracted by each other’s company.

e Lock your car and make sure the windows are closed. Be particularly aware of persons in the
parking lot, especially those near your car. If there are loiterers, get a security guard for
assistance.

e Always try to walk to and from your vehicle with another person. If you are shopping alone,
consider walking near other shoppers in the parking lot. Security guards at some malls will
accompany you to your car.

e Have your keys in your hand well before approaching your car. It will save time in getting into
the car and the keys can be used as an improvised weapon if necessary. Lock the car door
immediately after getting into your car.

e If you must wait for a ride, wait in a busy, well-lit area.
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The December 2021 community newsletter content has been posted
at:https://www.calgary.ca/cfod/csc/community-newsletter-content.html.

This month’s topics are:

e when there’s snow, check out where parking is banned with the Snow Route Parking Bans map
e wait times for wheelchair accessible taxis have plummeted thanks to the dispatch service WAV
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